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Square footage: 1,050 to 3,265 
Sales centre: 672 Sheppard Ave.
East, between Bayview Avenue
and Leslie Street. Open daily,
noon to 7 p.m.
Contact: 416-222-4401 or
www.shanebaghai.ca

Location: 650 Sheppard Ave.,
North York
Developer: Shane Baghai
Price: $435,000 to $1,875,000

St. Gabriel Village

Location: Bathurst Street and Lake
Shore Boulevard West
Developer/builder: Malibu Invest-
ments Inc. 
Price: $276,900 to $407,900
Square footage: 633 to 879
Sales centre: 600 Fleet St. Open
Monday to Thursday, noon to 7
p.m.; weekends and holidays, noon
to 5 p.m.
Contact: (416) 601-1881 or
www.malibuharbourfront.com 

Malibu at Harbourfront

On Sheppard Avenue in Bay-
view Village, St. Gabriel Vil-
lage has had a near-sellout

success, prompting developer
Shane Baghai to launch a second
phase of luxury “green” homes
three months early.

“We’ve already received 1,700 in-
quiries, which is pretty overwhelm-
ing,” Mr. Baghai says, hinting that a
third phase may be released before
the end of the year. “It’s a story of
success of quality, energy-saving
techniques and energy sustainabil-
ity.”

The first phase included a 19-sto-
rey building and townhouses, while
the second phase will consist of 147
suites in a European-style building,
which will have 19- and 12-storey
portions.

Additional buildings and com-
mercial spaces will eventually be
added to the community, which
will have 550 residences when it is
completed in 2008.

The “green” concept was adopted
when the developer had the oppor-
tunity to share a site with St. Ga-
briel’s Church, one of the first green
churches in North America, which
is also conveniently located along
the Sheppard subway line.

Mr. Baghai devised a plan to in-
corporate numerous windmills, so-
lar panels and a hybrid generator
into St. Gabriel Village to help pow-
er the common areas and provide a
backup energy source in case of a
power interruption.

Though buyers are primarily ac-
tive retired or semi-retired people
who are not overly concerned
about costs, the technology will
lower the maintenance fee to about
26 cents a square foot. “That is
about one-third of the cost of com-
parable projects or communities in
the downtown area,” Mr. Baghai

says.
Along with energy-saving LED

lighting, green roofs and individual
metering of suites to discourage en-
ergy waste, the developers want to
gain certification by LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental
Design), one of North America’s
most recognized rating systems for
green buildings.

Suites will range from two-bed-
room designs to two-storey, three-
bedroom plans. An architect and
interior designer will help owners,
free of charge, customize their
suites with finishes including high
baseboards, cornice moulding and
coffered ceilings. Flooring materi-
als will range from natural stone to
imported ceramic, hardwood or
carpet, while woodwork will in-
clude custom wood trims and so-
lid-core doors.

The units will have nine-foot ceil-
ings, and some will have a large bal-
cony and direct-access elevators.

Kitchens will feature imported
Italian cabinetry and energy-effi-
cient appliances. Bathroom toilets
will use 1.25 litres a flush, rather
than the four to six litres used by
conventional models.

The front courtyard will have a
fountain, and landscaped gardens
with annuals, shrubs and trees will
line stone and brick pathways to
pavilions with trellises.

Building amenities will include a
piano bar, party room, business
centre and guest suites. On the low-
er level, there will be a barber and
stylist, a massage and spa area, an
exercise room and pool.

The building will have an activity
director and 24-hour building sur-
veillance. Each unit also will have a
parking spot and a locker.
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Hot sales of ‘green’ homes
prompt second phase

NORTH YORK CONDOMINIUMS

$838,900
Square footage: 457 to 1788
Sales centre: 878 Yonge St. Open
Monday to Thursday, noon to 7
p.m.; weekends, noon to 5 p.m.
Contact: (416) 968-1717 or
www.lotuscondo.com

Location: 8 Scollard St., Yorkville
Developer: Shiu Pong Develop-
ment Ltd.
Price: the $190,000s to

Location: Collingwood
Developer/builder: MacPherson
Master Builders
Price: $389,900 to $749,990 
Square footage: 1,925 to 4,000 
Sales centre: Blue Mountain
Road (Grey Country Road 19),
east of Craighleith Road in Col-

lingwood. Open in Collingwood
Monday to Friday, 1 to 6 p.m.;
weekends, noon to 6 p.m. By ap-
pointment only in Toronto.
Contact: In Collingwood, 705-
445-4646; in Toronto, 416-385-
9642; 1-866-618-0822 or
www.theorchard.ca 

The luxury Lotus condomini-
um project being built in
Yorkville has a lot going for it.

Its suites will feature spacious
rooms, balconies, and large win-
dows, many providing great views.
And there will be some unique
amenities, including a yoga studio
and car-rental service.

Then there’s its location among
the designer boutiques, five-star
hotels and high-end residences in
one of the city’s most prestigious
neighbourhoods.

Construction of the 16-storey, tri-
angle-shaped building just started
where Davenport Road and Scol-
lard Street meet Yonge Street. Its
suites are priced from the $190,000s
to $838,900, and sizes range from
457 to 1788 square feet.

The building will offer, “by far,”
the best condominium value in
Yorkville, says Michael Wilson, a
principal at International Home
Marketing, the sales and marketing
team for the development. “It’s a
great building, at a great price, in a
great location.” 

Over the past year, about 75 per
cent of the building’s 154 units have
been sold, with many people buy-
ing two suites to be combined into
one. Sales were especially high after
plans were announced to construct
a five-star, Four Seasons hotel and

condominium across the street.
The Lotus suites will range from

studio spaces and one-bedrooms
with dens to two-bedroom designs.
Buyers have ranged from young
professionals working downtown
to people downsizing from larger
homes in Forest Hill and Rosedale.

Units will feature pre-engineered
wood floors, granite countertops
and stainless-steel appliances.

Lotus will have a private spa
where residents can relax and un-
wind without leaving home. “After a
long day, people want to do their
nails or get a massage, so all they
have to do is make an appointment
and take an elevator there,” says
Andy Kowalsky, sales manager with
International Home Marketing.

Also available will be a gym and
steam rooms, and the yoga studio,
which will overlook a rock garden
and waterfall. After a workout, resi-
dents will be able to recharge at the
juice bar.

Other amenities include a multi-
purpose space, a card room with
fireplace, and a guest suite for over-
night visitors.

Buyers of units with more than
637 square feet can purchase a
parking spot for $25,000. Those
who prefer not to drive, but need a
car on occasion, will be able to get
around town in a BMW for about $9
an hour. “If people want to go gro-
cery shopping for a couple of hours,
it will be cheaper than renting a
car,” Mr. Kowalsky says. 

The monthly maintenance fee of
42 cents a square foot will cover a
locker and utilities (except for hy-
dro, phone and cable). For a limited
time, however, purchasers can get
four years of free maintenance.
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Lotus offers spacious suites in a prestigious location
YORKVILLE CONDOMINIUMS

‘After a long day, people
want to do their nails or
get a massage, so all they
have to do is make an
appointment and take an
elevator there.’

The builders will create land-
scaped boulevards lined with his-
toric streetlights and vintage street
signs. 

Each chalet will be positioned to
afford the best views of the sur-
rounding hills and green spaces.

The exteriors will have post-and-
beam accents and trim on the ga-
bles and porch, including a tongue-
and-groove, pine-covered porch
soffit.

The chalets will have nine-foot
ceilings, a choice of hardwood, Ber-
ber broadloom or ceramic tile on

the main floor, and a ski room with
a rack and bench. 

There also will be a great room
with gas fireplace. Buyers will have
such options as post-and-beam de-
signs, casement windows, and Mis-
sion-style handrail and pickets.

The kitchens, master en suites
and other bathrooms will have Cor-
ian countertops. There will be ex-
tended 42-inch upper cabinets by
Paris Kitchens in the kitchens and
laundry rooms.
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Below Craigleith Ski Club on
Blue Mountain in Colling-
wood, construction has start-

ed on detached chalets and semi-
detached chalet villas that will form
a community amid the beauty and
tranquillity of the landscape.

The project, called the Orchard at
Craigleith, has opened its sales
centre on Blue Mountain Road
(Grey Country Road 19), east of
Craighleith Road.

“We’re not just selling homes,
we’re selling a lifestyle,” says Linda
Killackey, sales representative with
MacPherson Master Builders. “It’s a
family recreation atmosphere that
is going to create memories for life.”

Residents of this mountainside
neighbourhood will be able to en-
joy winter sports in one of Ontario’s
most active resort areas, and just as
easily take a summer stroll to Geor-
gian Bay or Intrawest Village.

“We’re trying to market it as a
four-season home, but the biggest
draw has been from skiers,” Ms.
Killackey says. “It’s ski in and ski
out,” which means skiers won’t
have to get in their cars to go to the
slopes.

Walking/ski trails will run around
and through the entire site. The
paths will lead to the chairlifts at the
ski club, as well as to tennis courts, a
pool, and the Bruce or Georgian
trails, which are ideal for mountain
biking and hiking. 

About 81 of the 130 homes in the
family oriented community have
been sold. There are two kinds of
semi-detached chalet villas: those
attached like townhouses, and
those where the garage is attached
to the wall of the house next to it.

Homes for all seasons at Blue Mountain

ed buildings all over the world.
“The project is on the lake . . . [in

the] Harbourfront area, and during
the summertime, it can look like
California,” Mr. Hirsch says. “We
thought the style could fit in this
kind of neighbourhood.”

Interior designer Mike Niven has
created a California waterfront at-
mosphere, starting in the lobby
with its bright, breezy spaces and
vibrant blue hues. 

The podium will include the Ma-

libu Club Spa, complete with a
pool, whirlpool, fitness centre and
beach lounge equipped with a juice
bar. 

There also will be a rooftop ter-
race, multipurpose room, and guest
suites.

The California theme extends to
the penthouse suites, which will
have open-concept spaces, floor-
to-ceiling windows and an outdoor
terrace. There will be hardwood
floors and broadloom, as well as

kitchens stocked with five ap-
pliances and custom-built cabinet-
ry. The bathrooms will have deep
soaker tubs and ceramic tile both
on the floor and around showers
and tubs. Suites will be prewired for
cable, phone and high-speed Inter-
net.

As a bonus, penthouse buyers
will receive up to $15,000 in free up-
grades, $7,000 cash back or two
years of free maintenance.

The maintenance fee will be
about 40 cents a square foot, which
will cover utilities and services such
as the round-the-clock concierge.
Parking will cost an additional
$20,000 and a locker $5,000.

The building will be minutes
from downtown clubs, bars and
restaurants. There also is a range of
art galleries, theatre and concert
venues in the area. Nearly every
other form of entertainment can be
found at such places as the Air Can-
ada Centre, Queen’s Quay or on
Queen Street West, and Richmond
and Adelaide streets.

Special to The Globe and Mail 

Many waterfront condomini-
ums that boast great views
sell for a million dollars and

more, but Malibu at Harbourfront
is offering penthouses with lake vis-
tas for a fraction of that.

The developer, Malibu Invest-
ments Inc., got a “good deal” on the
land and can sell these units at “af-
fordable” prices, company presi-
dent Rony Hirsch says, noting that
penthouse suites start as low as
$276,900.

“The penthouses have the most
beautiful views,” he adds. “You can
see the lake and city and all over.”

The project is located at the
northwest corner of Bathurst Street
and Lake Shore Boulevard West,
and will feature an 11-storey podi-
um with a 32-storey glass tower that
will have penthouses on the top five
levels.

Since 30 two-bedroom pent-
houses were put on the market last
month, half have been sold.

Malibu at Harbourfront, with its
California aesthetic, will be the flag-
ship project in Canada for Malibu
Investments, which has construct-

Penthouses with lake views starting at $276,900
WATERFRONT CONDOMINIUMS

The Orchard at Craigleith 

Lotus

COLLINGWOOD DETACHED AND SEMI-DETACHED

BY SYDNIA YU
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Mortgage Rates
Lender                         var   6mo o   6mo c  1yr o  1 yr c  2yr c  3yr c   4yr c   5yr c
Bank of Montreal 4.05 6.99    4.70   6.85   4.40    4.60   4.99    5.34    5.44
Bank of Nova Scotia    4.50  6.80    5.35   7.05   5.00    5.30   5.40    5.65 5.80
CIBC Mortgages          3.49  7.50    5.90  7.35   5.00    5.35   5.40    5.75   5.80
Citibank                            –   6.95    5.00   7.05   5.00   5.15   5.40    5.60   5.80
Effort Trust –     6.80 5.00 7.05 4.90 5.20 5.45 5.70 5.80
FirstLine Mortgages     3.88      – 5.59 – 5.59   4.80 4.82 4.90 4.99
GMAC Resid. Funding 3.84 – – – – – 4.50 – 4.55
HSBC Bank Canada 4.50 o  7.05    5.00  7.05   5.00   5.15   5.40 5.60    5.80
Home Trust Company         – – – – 5.00       5.15 5.40 5.70    5.80
ING Direct 3.70           – – – 4.00 – 4.25 – 4.50
Laurentian Bank  4.00 6.85 5.00  7.05   4.95   5.25 4.59   5.75    5.80
MCAP Mortgage  4.10 – 5.00 6.85 4.75 5.05 5.35 5.60 5.70
National Bank 4.50 6.90 5.05   7.05   5.00   5.25   5.40    5.70    5.80
President’s Choice      4.20       – 4.96 – 5.22    4.63   4.45    4.52   4.58
Royal Bank                4.50 o  6.85   5.05  7.05   4.90    5.00   5.40    5.70    5.80
TD Canada Trust         4.25  – 4.70   7.00   5.05    5.15   5.30   5.55   5.80

How much can you afford?
Based on 5.40% three-year rate.

Data current as of 3 P.M., EST, Sept. 20.

Gross Maximum Affordable 25% Monthly 
income mortgage home downpayment payment
$75,000 $299,793 $399,724 $99,931 $1,813
$100,000 $399,725 $532,967 $133,242  $2,417
$120,000 $479,669 $639,559 $159,890 $2,900


